
PAX I GIVE YOU 
 

 
 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
 

John 14:27 
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PAX MAKERS 
 

 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called sons of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

Matthew 5:3-10 



HARVEY W. MARTIN 
 

In 1951 and years after, 1,200 young volunteers left their homes to rebuild 
the damage from WWII and provide relief in 40 countries around the world.  The 
U.S. began a military draft in 1950 and these men could not enlist and obey 
Christ, but neither could they stay home serving themselves.  Though Christ 
gives the sword to this world’s governments in Romans 13:4, these men still 
heard Christ’s words to Peter, “Put your sword away!”  So they gave of their lives 
through The Mennonite Central Committee PAX service. 
 

PAX (Latin for peace) was one of the alternative service programs 
available to conscientious objectors beginning April 1951 in Europe.  Through 
their labor, housing projects began all over Germany and soon the work 
continued in Algeria, Bolivia, Greece, Paraguay, and other countries.  Harvey W. 
Martin was one of these 1,200 volunteers. 
 

Harvey was son of William and Mary Martin, farmers in Ephrata 
Pennsylvania, parents of 16 children, and faithful members of the Mennonite 
church.  From early manhood and after, Harvey stretched his wings far beyond 
Lancaster County, first taking a job in California, then entering the PAX service in 
Algeria, France, Belgium, and Morocco.  This book is a record of Harvey’s letters 
to his mom, pop, and family while seeking to serve the Lord at that time.  All the 
photos are Harvey’s, except those of the West are not from his original California 
trip, but a later honeymoon.  The PAX letters are in chapters by country, but the 
photos are not organized by location.  The envelopes pictured show the date and 
location of the letter following.  Harvey’s penmanship is difficult to read, so in 
cases where you cannot decipher his writing simply enjoy his photos. 
 

When Harvey returned from PAX he married Elta Eby in 1965 and they 
made their home in Ephrata.  He continued to stretch his wings beyond 
Lancaster and became a Christian business man selling eggs to the people of 
New York City.  Sons, Jeff and Tom, joined the family in 1966 and 1967.  
Tragically Tom was killed at age 16 in an auto accident and Elta died of cancer in 
1991.  Jeff married Ruth Myers in 1991, just before his mother’s death, and they 
gave Harvey four grandchildren; Johanna, Jacob, Charlotte, and Abigail.  Harvey 
persevered in weekly trips from Ephrata to New York City through good and bad 
for 40+ years and retired in 2009. 
 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full 
armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For 
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms…and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace,”  
 

Ephesians 6:10-15 
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HARVEY’S FAMILY  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“For though we walk in the flesh, 
we don't wage war according to the flesh; 

for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, 
but mighty before God to the throwing down of strongholds” 

 
2 Corinthians 10:3-4 



PAX WITH GOD 
 
I John Chapter 1:1-2:6 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this 
we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 
you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is 
light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we 
have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our 
lives. 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of the whole world.  

We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. The 
man who says, ‘I know him,’ but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made 
complete in him. This is how we know we are in him:  Whoever claims to live in 
him must walk as Jesus did.” 

 
Ephesians 2:8-10 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we 
are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.” 

 
II Timothy 1:7-9 
 “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love 
and of self-discipline.  So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or 
ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the 
power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of 
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.” 
 
Romans 5:1-3 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
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PAX I LEAVE WITH YOU 
 

 
 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. 
I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
 

John 14:17  




